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2 Thompson’s Compleat Tutor for the Fife

Introduction

This document is a transcription of the 85 tunes contained in:
Thompson, Charles & Samuel (publishers), 'The Compleat Tutor for the Fife’, London, c.1765.

It is based on digital scans of a copy of the publication held in the archives of the National Library of
Scotland (NLS). Copies of this original are held on the internet at:

https://archive.org/details/compleattutorfor0Oingl and:
https://digital.nls.uk/special—collections—of—printed—music/archive/94689564

This version (February, 2019) is a 1st. draft.

The project is a personal one and arose as a side—effect of the transcription of the tunes in the John
Buttrey MS (https://buttreymilitarysocialtunes1800.wordpress.com/). I have attempted to create a
simple ’facsimile’ of the original document.

This has been done using the ABC music notation system.
The document is available free, in two forms, ABC code and a formatted PDF document from:

https://tinyurl.com/Compleat—Tutor—for—Fife—abc and:
https://tinyurl.com/Compleat—Tutor—for-Fife—pdf

The music theory and instructions for playing the fife are not included — this is a tunes—only effort.

The tunes are presented (more or less) in the format laid down in the Transcriber’s Notes used by the
Village Music Project, although this is not an ’official’ VMP project. Titles, where they have two
components are presented as: The full title; First component; Second component. The reference
numbers are an arbitrary VMP—style 'name’ for the publication, followed by a reference number to
allow easy identification of each tune.

Please note — I am not an expert in 18th—century military music! I undertook this short project simply
because I liked the sound of the music! I have made some minor amendments to the printed music here
and there in order to get the duration of bars, and pick—ups and repeats to play correctly (using
EasyABC - a combined ABC editor/player). These amendments are fully explained in the ABC text
and are flagged in the PDF version, usually with an "NB’ annotation above the staff. If you see any
errors here, please let me know at: rjhare @outlook.com

The digital scans in the NLS archives are described as being in the public domain, and I believe that
my use of the archived copy to create this modern, free—to—all, non—commercial transcription is in
accordance with the terms and spirit of the associated Creative Commons License:
Attribution—Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 UK: Scotland.

If you know differently, please let me know at rjhare @outlook.com

RJH
February 2019.
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The Scotch Duty ThFife.21
The Gathering ThFife.21
o tr tr Ir,
r’f‘y\\ = . > - i . ] . > .JF f T
\QJU & h | - | I )I' e | |
A u tr tr tr x
(‘mu : r -|r r : i: i' — - . ® i r ] —1 : ; |
B ———— — = —
r tr
_p_ﬂ_~|~ — i e — N f
o — | T e e e
QJ J' ——
The Scotch Duty — Grenadiers March ThFife.22
The Scotch Duty ThFife.22
Grenadiers March ThFife.22
() 4 — —
G C Ty = Je e P @ 1~ ep e F o —
\QJU e | | | I e h - - { |
St | — e —
- Fo——— . 1
e E—— I' I a I — I
D)
o | = | e — —
& v oate o T v el [ 1f v et
[y, ' ' I ' ' '
% —s e —— e
DY) —— o —_—
gt = | o —— . |

Village Music Project



12

Thompson’s Compleat Tutor for the Fife

The Scotch Duty — Foot March ThFife.23
The Scotch Duty ThFife.23

Foot March ThFife.23

) 4 —= — —=

by € g 2 e s e R =~

) I I —]

/) 4 _ . _ _ .
ANE Y I — r I= I . CI !' — r I= I 3}

) — 1 —_— — 1 —_—

/) 4 _ E— - — ] — I i
G
B, — | | v

The Scotch Duty — Retreat ThFife.24
The Scotch Duty ThFife.24
Retreat ThFife.24
a.k.a. Retreat, A JBut.007

) 4 [— » .- o o 1 [——— »
- o = : = F e S e P
\.Ju o — s 1 i _J_i—‘ —
‘) ﬂ tFI‘. o [—— tr
P ase——r e ™ e e e

\.J‘} # I 'V — T u
oy —_— . e .
A e e e e, " | i : =
J — r _

Village Music Project




Thompson’s Compleat Tutor for the Fife

The Scotch Duty — Tattoo ThFife.25
The Scotch Duty ThFife.25
Tattoo ThFife.25

f
!

TTTe

|
|

b

—
End of the Scotch duty.
The Drums call ThFife.26
ﬂ H [—
> == e o o 42 . *
5— — e i —
) 1 I

:’&ﬂp—'—F 2 o o i
- — ' { - - . 2 5
.J 1|
Rogues March ThFife.27
f u tr tr
i —— F—P——F:':'——P—P—P—F o — —— P—P——F;'::
D—4 — I e ] ] - —r— ] e
) — \% | — %
) 4 | F ~ F o
e i e — e ! e o o o 7
5‘ jg I @ 1 I 1 I i—i ——
3 3
e v |
{As T T T T T T T f ® >—o—89 T T ® il .i .
\QJU — I ! ! I I u I I3 [ — I b

Village Music Project



Thompson’s Compleat Tutor for the Fife

14
Scotch Reveilly ThFife.28

Qﬂ 7y I ! } i i f = o—r =
b e * ==
J — !
DB T o o o - - —=
Gl = 2 e ==
.J |

To Arms ThFife.29

) 4 43——1 —_31—-1

)R] | | i | | | F_F . . P =)
t~—3 7 —— E—— = — >~ im—p =
\QJU = = A - - | |
Ji1 o * o s - -
SRR . E=s=—
J ' !

g —_— o o S | .
SeEE e — ===
J —

The Queen of Hungary’s Tattoo ThFife.30
NB1

Qﬂ [ ] S o | | 1
e == E=s===——=s=c= ===

Y] —— —

) 4 . o

’,"J’“,ﬂ‘ .E f i i i I _r_F_P—_P_::

\.JU b | L— L—H I | | |

— — I
) 4 [r— | NB2
A s = | :
AN VJ ] ] I ] — o s
Py, — I I

Village Music Project



Thompson’s Compleat Tutor for the Fife
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The Singling’s of Pool’s Troop ThFife.41
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March in Scipio ThFife.44
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Count Sax’s March ThFife.47
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General Wolfe’s March ThFife.49
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March in the Deferter ThFife.50
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Duke of Glofter’s new March ThFife.52
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La Promenade ThFife.54
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Paddy Whack ThFife.56
The Irith Widow ThFife.57
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The Pantheon ThFife.58
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The Marquifs of Granby’s or 1st. Troop of Horfe Grenadiers March ThFife.59
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Hob or Nob ThFife.60
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a.k.a. The Campbells Are Coming BF13.007
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The 2d. Grenadiers Guards March ThFife.61
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The Duke’s March ThFife.62
The Bodmin Riding March,aka. ThFife.62
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Prince Ferdinand’s March ThFife.64
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Lord Loudon’s Grenadiers March ThFife.65
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The Turk’s March ThFife.66
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The train of Artillery’s Grenadiers March ThFife.67
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The Foot March ThFife.68
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The Heffian Dragoons March ThFife.69
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Turkith March ThFife.70

171

FN\®

{ 18
TN

|
i

—

U2 SN

TT®

|
0
Il
I

|

4
1
[ 18
IBEL )
»
, NN

S
Ny

[l
1

ke = =

N>

T_
!
N

1

|
h
;
|

{ 18
QL

tr
e e == =
\.JU 1 I — I Il Il [ I |7 ! | | — I
AQ ﬂu T o ) . il ® e - = i =
é*) t—o f I a I T I B r r' — o r
d I 1 |
Pioneers March ThFife.72
A Ever so slightly edited by transcriber...
) A I K I I
20 = I I — 2 _1.h_7-——1.——ﬁ-——1.h—7- i DR
'\.Tu S T I 1 o o—o — I  — — o
NB1
A u tr tr tr tr
Ve - ee . ee . " fe, e s
D o1 —7/ o—F¥— o — e o—/— o —¥—
Y a— —_ a—

E%
I
E
I
[:

Village Music Project



Thompson’s Compleat Tutor for the Fife

32

The Shambuy ThFife.73
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The Warwickshire March ThFife.75
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The New Coldftream March ThFife.76
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Lord Carmarthen’s March ThFife.77
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The Coronation March ThFife.78
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The Wiltthire March ThFife.79
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The Bedfordfhire March ThFife.80
04 P : . - : 3
(\MU : P r IP -:P IP I - | I - I I I Il
) ' ' ' —— | —
" 3 3 ir
H . [r— — |
ﬁ E P ' ® ' | | | | | | | |
AN V4 | | | | - ’ I I —— i ‘:ll
QJ T | ~ T T
) 4 | | - =- | | |  —
’J\I ﬂ‘ '= | | | | | I | |
G—= Y ———
o ' [ [——
) 4 J tr |
AN V4 | | | | | — | | | I LI f
O] — — — — = = S |
o e = v
# p— | | i - o | pr—
DA B I N 7 : [ I r | LI [ i_ ] o ”~ I J ‘,(.i
o —— ;3 3 T I

Village Music Project




35

Thompson’s Compleat Tutor for the Fife
Sir Charles Sedley’s Minuet ThFife.81
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Captn. Reed’s or the 3d. Regt. of Guards March ThFife.82

[ 1EN
o '
yrug
ol
;nu! B
> U
oE 2T
N NG

[%]
7]

ol ™

)™ A . TV
V 4
[ e w Y L
AN

£\
| fan)
ANV
o
f) 4

o pe pi® o,

f) 4

IM IH 9| 9|
ol ol
i iR oL
I . -g— ol o [
I . -g— ol ol
1 T S| &b
) TN i il
T T Bl
il |
{13 rd T
: \
il il ol ol
hﬁ
L L
Iu Lu T o
T i L T
W! #! ol
. o
i i
_P ol ol
'y o
q
[
Y o]
i § oll
e . |
R 2T T =
O X NG NG
— S — S

Village Music Project



Thompson’s Compleat Tutor for the Fife

36

The Dorfetshire March ThFife.83
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The Duke of Glofter’s March ThFife.84
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Coldftream or 2d. Regt. of Guards March ThFife.85
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