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When in War on the Ocean. LIT.094
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"By the Composer of Admiral Benbow (i.e. unknown, not Dibdin)"

"When in war on the ocean we meet the brave foe
Tho’ with ardour for conquest our bosoms may glow
Let us see on their vessels Old England’s flag wave
They shall find British sailors but conquer to save.

See their tri−coloured ensigns we view from afar
With three cheers they are welcomed by each British tar;
Whilst the genius of Britain still bids us advance
And our guns hurl in thunder defiance to France.

But mark our last broadside − she sinks − down she goes!
Quickly man all your boats boys, they no longer are foes
To snatch a brave fellow from a watery grave
Is worthy of Britons who conquer to save"

− −from Songs Naval and National, of the late Charles Dibdin, with a memoir & etc.
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